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Whether the present differential in the rates of growth in these
two areas will continue or will narrow is not the main concern of
this paper. The important point is this : once the continuation of the
differential in the rates is assumed, the closing of the gap in a re-
latively short period is an arithmetically inevitable consequence.
It would merely be a repetition of what Great Britain attained in the
first half and the United States and Germany in the second half
of the nineteenth century. In all these countries the underlying con-
ditions were also the same, that is, the rate of growth of the new-
comer was twice (or more) as high as that of the old-timer ; and the
period needed for closing the gap was less than half a century—
the lifetime of a man in his twenties.
One further observation of some relevance may be made in this
connection. Although a number of countries have become in-
dustrially strong over the last century, over 90 per cent of the
world's industrial output has continued to be concentrated in areas
(including eastern Europe and the U.S.S.R.) inhabited by peoples
of European origin—peoples now accounting for rather less than
one-third of the population of the world. There have been varying
degrees of industrialization in other countries (Japan, India, and
China) but the share of these countries in world output was very
small until recent years. An unfortunate consequence of observing
such a concentration was the cultivation of a belief in some quarters
that industrial growth was somehow an exclusively European plant
which might be grown with great care in a few and specially selected
gardens in the rest of the world but could hardly be expected to
become a matter of mass cultivation.
It is true that all new technical developments require attaining
adequate training and in many instances adaptation of habits
of thought and behaviour.21 But in a wide historical perspective,
industrial growth, or more precisely the application of machinery
to productive use, would seem to be no more the exclusive hall-
mark of a particular geographfc (and hence ethnic) region than
were all the past landmarks in mankind's long development—
early use of fire and later the taming of it, domestication of animals,
agriculture and irrigation, smelting of ores and use of metals,
21 A. Gerschenkron has drawn pointed attention to this. See his paper,
"Economic Backwardness in Historical Perspective," in Hoselitz, Bert R,
editor, The Progress of Underdeveloped Areas (Chicago, 1952), p. 23.

